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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-16 and ADD new claims 17-19 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for subjecting a radiation 
image to an image processing to image a target by using a photography device , comprising: 

an image processing condition storing section for stor i ng to store an image processing 
condition when the radiation image is subjected to the image processing in accordance 
with a type of the photography device-type and a part of the target photography part when the 
radiation image is obtained; 

a data obtaining section fe^to obtainifHa the radiation image, and the type of the 
photography device typ e and the part of the target photography part when the radiation 
image is obtained; and 

an image processing section feMo reading the image processing condition for the 
same type of the photography device typ e and the same photography par t of the target as 
the type of the photography device type-and the part of the target photography part obtained 
by said data obtaining section from said image processing condition storing section, and to 
subjectify the radiation image obtained by said data obtaining section to the image 
processing in accordance with the fead-image processing condition read by the image 
processing section . 

2. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for subjecting a medical 
image to an image processing by using a photography device , comprising: 

an image processing condition storing section for stor i ng to store an image 
processing condition when the medical image is subjected to the image processing in 
accordance with a type of the photography device typ e and a photography condition when 
the medical image is obtained; 
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a data obtaining section feMo obtaining the medical image, and the type of the 
photography device typ e and the photography condition when the medical image is 
obtained; and 

an image processing section fef-to readmg the image processing condition fe^-the 
same type of the photography device typ e and the same photography condition as the type 
of the photography device type-and the photography condition obtained by said data 
obtaining section from said image processing condition storing section, and tg_subjectm§ the 
medical image obtained by said data obtaining section to the image processing in 
accordance with the fea^-image processing condition read by the image processing section . 

3. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 2 X 
wherein said image processing section subjects the medical image obtained by said data 

x proc e ss i ng obtaining section to at least a gradation conversion processing and a frequency 

i j^emphasis processing, and 

said image processing condition storing section stores a frequency emphasis function 
indicating a degree of frequency emphasis in which a gradation conversion function and an 
average density around respective points of the medical image are used as variables in 
accordance with the type of the photography device type-and the photography condition. 

4. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim Z x 
wherein^ before the gradation conversion processing, said image processing section subjects 
the medical image A obtained by said data obtaining section^ to a luminance correction 
processing using a dynamic range compression function in which the average density around 
the respective points of the medical image is used as the variable. 

5. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 

an image processing condition operating section tofef- addimj, to change chang i ng . and 
to delete d e l e tinq said image processing condition in response to an operation. 



6. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 
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an image display section ferto displaying the medical image subjected to the image 
processing by said image processing section. 

7. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 6, 
further comprising: 

an interested area designating section for d e s i gnat i ng to designate an d e sir e d area of 
interest on the medical image displayed in said image display section in response to tbean 
operation, 

wherein said image display section lowers a luminance of an area A excluding the area of 
interest designated by said interested area designating section^ to display the medical image. 

8. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 7 
wherein said interested area designating section designates the d e s i r e d area of interest on the 
medical image displayed in said image display section and designates a coefficient indicating a 
degree of drop of the luminance of the area ± excluding the area of interest^ in response to the 
operation, and 

said image display section lowers the luminance of the area A excluding the area of 
interest designated by said interested area designating section A down to thea luminance in 
accordance with the coefficient designated by said interested area designating section to display 
the medical image. 

9. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising: 

a part recognizing section for r e cogn i zino to recognize positions of a plurality of parts 
appearing in enethe medical image, 

wherein said image processing section subjects the area of interest^ designated by said 
interested area designating section^ to the image processing in accordance with a respective 
one of the plurality of parts appearing in the area of interest , and being among the plurality of 
parts having positions thereof which are recognized by said part recognizing section. 

10. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 7 X 
wherein said image display section arranges and displays a plurality of medical images, and 
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said image display section applies a common th e samo area of interest as that of the 
area of interest designated by said interested area designating section with respect to one 
medical image among the plurality of medical images displayed in the image display section to 
the plurality of medical images, and in each of the medical images lowers the-ajuminance of a 
commonthe area A excluding the common area of interest of e ach m e d i ca l i mag e to display the 
plurality of medical images. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 6, 
further comprising: 

a scanning processing designating section for d e s i gnat i nq to designate, in response to an 




operation, a scanning processing to set of se tt i ng tbean area of interest on the medical image 
displayed in said image display section and to move mevmg the area of interest in a 



* \ predetermined direction i n r e spons e to th e op e ration , 

wherein said image display section displays , in accordance with the scanning processing 
by said scanning processing designating section, the medical image in which the area of interest 
successively moves, and tbea luminance of thean area 1 excluding the area of interest^ is lowered 
in r e spons e to des i gnation of tho scann i ng processing by sa i d scann i ng proc e ss i ng d e s i gnat i ng 
s e ct i on . 

12. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 11, 
further comprising: 

a part recognizing section for r e coqniz i ng to recognize positions of a plurality of parts 
appearing in enethe medical image, 

wherein said image processing section subjects the succ e ss i v el y mov i ng area of interest^ 
which is successively moved, to the image processing in accordance with a respective one of 
the plurality of parts appearing in the success i v el y mov i ng area of interest, which is successively 
moved, and being among the plurality of parts having positions thereof which are recognized by 
said part recognizing section. 

13. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 11Q A 
wherein said image display section arranges and displays, in accordance with the scanning 
processing by said scanning processing designating section , a plurality of medical images each 
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having a common area of interest, which is common between the plurality of medical images, 
the common areas being set at corresponding positions and with corresponding timings and 
synchronously moved at corresponding speeds sots th e sam e ar e a of int e r e st i n th e sam e 
pos i t i on at th e sam e t i m i ng and arrang e s and d i sp l ays a p l ura l ity of i mag e s i n wh i ch th e ar e a of 
i nt e r e st synchronous l y mov e s at th e sam e sp ee d i n respons e to th e d e s i gnat i on of th e scann i ng 
proc e ss i ng by sa i d scann i ng proc e ss i ng d e s i gnating s e ct i on . 

14. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 2 a 
wherein said data obtaining section obtains a radiation image as said medical image. 



subject a medical image to an image processing by using a photography device , comprising 
st e ps of : 

storing an image processing condition fe^subjecting the medical image to the 
image processing in accordance with a type of the photography device typ e and a 
photography condition when the medical image is obtained; and 

obtaining the medical image, and the type of the photography device typ e and 
the photography condition when the medical image is obtained, and subjecting the 
obtained medical image to the image processing in accordance with the image 
processing condition for the same type of the photography device-type and the same 
photography condition as the obtained type of the photography device4ype and the obtained 
photography condition. 

16. (Currently Amended) An image processing program storage medium in which an 
image processing program for op e rat i ng to operate a computer system as an image processing 
apparatus fef-to_subjectm§ a medical image to an image processing by using a photography 
device is stored, wherein said image processing program comprises: 

a data obtaining section fe^obtaining the medical image, and a type of the photography 
device type-and a photography condition when the medical image is obtained; and 

an image processing section {^subjecting the medical image obtained by said data 
obtaining section to the image processing in accordance with an image processing condition for 
the same type of the photography device type-and the same photography condition as the type 




15. (Currently Amended) An image processing method for subj e ct i ng to 
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of the photography device type-arid the photography condition obtained by the data obtaining 
section. 

17. (New) An image processing apparatus for processing a medical image, 
comprising: 

an image processing condition table, having indices of parts of a body and types of 
photography devices used to image medical images, to store and output an image processing 
condition; and 

an image processor to enhance the medical image based on the image processing 
condition stored in the image processing condition table. 



18. (New) An image processing method of processing a medical image, comprising: 
storing an image processing condition in a table having indices of parts of a body and 
types of a photography devices used to image medical images; and 

subjecting the medical image to processing based on the stored image processing 



19. (New) An image processing program in which an image processing program 
operates on a computer system by: 

storing an image processing condition in a table having indices of parts of a body and 
types of a photography devices used to image medical images; and 

subjecting the medical image to processing based on the stored image processing 
condition. — — — 




condition. 
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